David Knopp
March 11, 1950 - January 11, 2021

David Knopp, age 70, of Demorest, Georgia passed away on Monday, January 11, 2021
following a brief illness.
Mr. Knopp was born on March 11, 1950 in Seattle, Washington to Bertram Knopp and the
late Lorraine Lawrence Knopp. In addition to his mother, he was preceded in death by his
sister, Laurie Knopp Johnson. He spent his life in the Hospitality Industry, retiring as an
executive chef. David was an artist nearly all of his life, after retirement he focused more
of his time as a free lance artist. He was a loving and dedicated husband, father,
grandfather and great-grandfather. David was known to his grandchildren as "Papa" and
"Grandpa". He was also known for his witty sense of humor. He was an avid traveler and
loved to take trips to Tybee Island.
Survivors include his loving wife of 30 years, Ann Wood Knopp, of Demorest; daughters
and sons-in-law, Vanessa and Mark Leffler, of Key Largo, FL; Candice and Brian
Strassner, of Cumming, GA; Nicole Hendrix and her fiancé, Tracy Norman, of Clarkesville,
GA; Michelle and Michael Shigley, of Poulsbo, WA; son and daughter-in-law, Eugene and
Miranda Kemp, of Alto, GA; sisters, Nancy Peterson, of Arizona; Valerie Witbracht, of
Huntsville, AL; grandchildren, Christopher Hendrix, AJ Leffler, Kaitlyn Hendrix, Stephanie
Kemp, Victoria Kemp, Isabella Kemp, Eugene Kemp III, Grace Leffler, Rachel Shigley,
Bryan Leffler, Rebekah Shigley, Abigail Shigley, Camryn Norman; great-grandson, Samuel
Hendrix.
Mr. Knopp's wishes were to be cremated. Per his request no formal services will be
planned.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in memory of David Knopp to St. Jude's
Children's Research Hospital 501 St. Jude Place Memphis, TN 38105
Arrangements have been entrusted to the Whitfield Funeral Homes & Crematory, South
Chapel at 1370 Industrial Boulevard, Baldwin, Georgia 30511. Telephone: 706-778-7123

Comments

“

I met David, as a teenager, at Farrell's Ice Cream Parlor, in North Seattle. I'm pretty
sure that was the beginning of his long career in the hospitality industry. David was
promoted to work the fountain shortly after I did. I still look back with fond memories
to our time there. David was outgoing, and a prankster, and we had great fun, while
just barely avoiding trouble.
I left Farrell's for a summer job in construction. But, we stayed in touch and a couple
of years later became roommates. Somewhat later, we became business partners,
as Zuyder Zee Painting. We foolishly reasoned that if you can't be the first name in
the phone book, why not be the last. David had strong brush strokes painting houses
back then. But, nothing to suggest the accomplished artist he would later become.
We didn't see each other very much after David moved out of state. But, we kept in
touch, as friends do. I will miss you old friend.
My sincere condolences to Ann, and the whole Knopp family.
Randy Ferrell

Randy Ferrell - January 16 at 06:51 PM

“

From Dan & Diana and Bob & Marcia purchased the Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant
for the family of David Knopp.

From Dan & Diana and Bob & Marcia - January 16 at 12:28 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of David Knopp.

January 14 at 01:37 PM

“

One of my earliest memories of David was when our family was camping. David
could be quite the prankster. At the campsite, David came running out of the
outhouse yelling that there was a bear in it. Our mother thought he was pranking her
and was ready to give him a swat when she saw the door of the outhouse open and
the bear walk out. David was stuck between two mama-bears with no where to run.
Later when I was a teenage girl, I was so impressed with David and his first car. It
was a bright metallic royal blue Barracuda. He would pull up to the house to take his
baby sister for a ride getting out in his low waisted bell bottoms, thick belt and full
head of wavy dark hair. Yes, David had hair. I thought he was the grooviest. Yes, we
used the word groovy.
My most recent memories were long chats on the phone. David would tell me all
about his family with great pride. The calls centered on one person, Anne, He would
brag about her courage, creativity, prosperous career and how it delighted him when
she got just a little bit snarky.
Thank you Anne for bringing such joy into David's life. May the God of all comfort
bring healing to all of you. You are in our thoughts and prayers.
Valerie Knopp Witbracht

Val Wit - January 14 at 04:54 AM

“

Val and I (Nancy) grew up with our older brother David. He was taller and stronger
than us. One day in the hall upstairs he was teasing us, so I grabbed one leg and
Valerie the other and we went opposite directions. He never teased us again about
being stronger.
God Bless the family and Ann, we are so sorry about the loss of David.
Love, Nancy Knopp Peterson

Nancy Peterson - January 13 at 08:38 PM

“

Celestial Love was purchased for the family of David Knopp.

January 12 at 08:46 PM

“

All our love to you in this time of sorrow.

Sara Kahler - January 12 at 06:41 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of David Knopp.

January 12 at 04:01 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of David Knopp.

January 12 at 03:12 PM

