Dr. Thomas Lumpkin Hodges Jr.
January 3, 1925 - December 15, 2020

Dr. Thomas Lumpkin Hodges, Jr. was born January 3, 1925 in Douglasville, Georgia to
T.L. Hodges, Sr. and Lillian Belle Powell Hodges, and was the first of four brothers, Tom,
Bill, Bob and Alex. Tom Hodges grew up in Decatur, Georgia attending Oakmont
Elementary and Clairemont Elementary schools, graduating from Decatur High School in
1942, and Emory University, Medical School in 1948. He spent his internship at Piedmont
Hospital, and other residencies, generally in internal medicine. Dr. Hodges gained a lot of
experience in the ER at Grady Memorial Hospital and in a 3 month Navy assignment at
Parris Island Marine Base.
Becoming a doctor may well have been fostered by his paternal grandfather, Dr. Boze
Kitchens, of Mitchell, Georgia and encouraged by his father and mother, and loving wife
Carolyn Lewis Hodges. His medical philosophy was steadfast to the goal of “making
people well, so they could go home.”
Dr. Hodges married Alice Carolyn Lewis, a student at Agnes Scott, in Decatur on
December 23, 1944 at the First Methodist Church. Tom and Carolyn originally met in
Cradle Roll of the Church, and were destined to be tied for life. Together they raised 6
children, Thomas L. Hodges, III, Carol, David, Richard, Nancy and Phillip. Carolyn
obtained her BS in Nursing at Emory.
Tom served in the United States Navy over two periods, serving in several states and
Japan after the end of World War II. in Sasebo, Japan on the Island of Kyushu, he served
as Medical Officer to the military of as many as 90 ships, eventually rising to the rank of Lt.
Commander.
As Navy families would, Tom and Carolyn moved about to many cities, including Decatur,
GA, Jacksonville, FL, San Diego, San Jose, CA, Saranac Lake, NY, Marblehead, MA,
Philadelphia, PA, Millington, TN before settling in Clarkesville, GA.
The love of travel began before his service career in the Navy. One wonderful trip was in
1947 as he and Carolyn drove across the USA and back in the family Plymouth for a

month – not even suffering one flat tire.
In private medical practice Doctor Hodges lived in Forsyth, Georgia from 1950 to 1953
and is fondly remembered for bringing many babies into this world there. Then Dr. Hodges
was recalled to the Navy a second time. After the Navy, Dr. Hodges and Carolyn moved
the family to Clarkesville where he joined a small practice with local doctors before starting
his own practice, retiring in 1986, but serving Locum Tenens for some time after
retirement. Tom and Carolyn continued their love of travel and service, including medical
missions to Point Barrow, Alaska and Southwest Indian reservation. Travels included
Irkutsk Russia and Algeria with the Rainbow Rovers of Great Britain.
The four brothers spent many summer days in north Georgia at Lake Burton learning to
swim and investigating the north Georgia mountains, which led Tom to enjoy hiking, an
experience passed on to the children. While at Emory University Tom Hodges joined the
swim team and, among many college competitions, earned a Certificate of Merit for 2nd
Place in the Southeastern Championship 266-yard freestyle relay competition in 1944.
Tom and one brother learned to fly airplanes, and he and Carolyn enjoyed many hours in
small air craft around the Decatur environs, providing some rides in the clouds to friends
and family.
Tom and Carolyn became interested in canoeing in the Georgia lakes and rivers, teaching
family members the joy of the lakes and rivers, and taking canoe excursions - even to
Canada with son Phillip and friends, taking his father and mother on an amazing trip
before T.L. Hodges, Sr died in 1975.
Dr. Tom Hodges and Carolyn Hodges served the community of Clarkesville and north
Georgia in numerous ways, including public office. The Honorable Dr. T.L. Hodges was
Mayor of Clarkesville after serving on City Council and Carolyn was a member of City
Council at a different time. They were devoted to the First Methodist Church in
Clarkesville, to the city and the region. Dr. Hodges also devoted time as Scoutmaster of
Troop 5, PTA president, Band Boosters president, Habitat for Humanity, literacy tutor,
foster parents and hosting numerous foreign students studying in the United States. Dr.
Hodges was also one of the original developers of the Helendorf Inn in Helen. In 2003 he
was honored as the Grand Marshall of the Clarkesville Christmas Parade. Tom, Carolyn
and later Jackie were all active in the Habersham County Historical Society.
Dr. Hodges sang in the Church Choir at the First Methodist Church in Clarkesville, which
was a testament to his love of music, fostered by his mother, Lillian and by his wife

Carolyn. He played the violin and clarinet, to a very private audience of family, and he
inspired his children in music, each having exceptional skills. Tom and Carolyn formed
many great friendships across North Georgia while active in square dancing groups.
After his beloved Alice Carolyn Lewis died in June of 2011, Doctor Tom renewed
friendship with a lovely widowed lady, Jacquelyn Lovell Durham. The families had
previously known each other through the community. They were married on December 20,
2011 and continued a loving relationship until his death. Tom shared with Jackie his love
for exploring the world both near and far. Adventures continued, some of these “firsts” for
Jackie. They shared wonderful trips to the Bahamas, Alaska, and the Virgin Islands.
Square dancing, parasailing, canoeing on the Okefenokee, and rafting down the
Chattooga River are memories Jackie will hold dear. Most important to them were times at
Lake Burton with his two brothers, Alex and Bob and their respective wives, Karen and
Anne. As health limitations grew, they still enjoyed many concerts, local plays, and
exploring their beloved mountains of Habersham and Rabun. Their work with the
Habersham County Historical Society was most important and offered them the
opportunity to serve on the Executive Committee. This effort resulted in a published work
of the history of our area.
Dr. Thomas L. Hodges, Jr. is survived by his wife, Jacquelyn Durham Hodges, one brother
James Alexander Hodges, 5 of his six children, 13 Grandchildren, and 14 great
grandchildren. He is also survived by his second family, who lovingly called him “Dr. Tom”:
Britt and Gerald Cody, 4 grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren. Many wonderful times
were shared with him, for which we will always be grateful.
A memorial service will be held at a later date, and a private family burial will be in
Mitchell, Georgia at the City Cemetery. The family requests that flowers be omitted and
memorial contributions may be made to Clarkesville United Methodist Church, Habitat for
Humanity, Habersham Animal Shelter, Habersham County Historical Society or a charity
of one’s choice.
An electronic guest register is available at whitfieldfuneralhomes.com
Dr. Hodges Video Tribute https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/LPGBC86JN9FQ8Y
HJ
Arrangements have been entrusted to the Whitfield Funeral Homes & Crematory, North C
hapel at 245 Central Avenue, Demorest, Georgia 30535. Telephone: 706-778-1700.

Comments

“

I've known the Hodges family since I was a little girl; they were our neighbors, the
children our playmates, and close friends. They moved into our home when we
moved to Toccoa and our families remained close. As we Henry children became
adults, Tom and Carolyn were our Clarkesville anchors. I always loved hearing tales
of their canoe trips and exotic travels and was inspired by their important
contributions to the community. They didn't waste a minute of their full lives, and their
legacy is rich. I feel honored to have known them.
Cassie Henry Morton, January 7, 2020

Cassie Henry Morton - January 07 at 06:53 PM

“

Carol, Tom, Richard, Nancy, and Phillip,
I just now learned about Dr.Hodges's death. My sympathies are with all of you, who
with the exception of Carol (whom I saw not too long ago), are still very young in my
memory. Your dad is young there, too. I am being asked for a memory. I do have a
few that are youthful and simple but special to me. I recall playing piano duets in your
dining room as he played the violin. At the lake, he convinced me to touch a big
black snake as he held it (eke!), and he showed me how to shoot a rifle of some sort,
my first snd last experience with a gun. And last but not least, he pierced my ears!
And he did it with a hypodermic needle - and a shot of Novocain. Painless! A medical
procedure — no crochet needles and ice cubes.
I am sure that you and all who knew and loved your dad will miss him. In his living,
he made the world better.
Liz Ruark Hoefer

Eluzabeth Ruark Hoefer - December 29, 2020 at 01:22 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Whitfield Funeral Homes - December 24, 2020 at 01:43 PM

“

Dr. Hodges served my family well as "the family physician" and years ago lovingly
assisted as Grandmother as she passed away with dignity and grace in the
Habersham County Hospital amidst family. A HUGE thank you to Dr. Hodges for
being there.
You will truely be missed.

Sue Blair Ckarkesville - December 23, 2020 at 03:41 PM

“

I had the pleasure of growing up knowing Dr. Hodges and his wonderful family. I
worked with Dr. Hodges at Habersham Medical Center. He cared so much for
everyone. He would go that extra mile to help you. Thank God for him and his caring
service to everyone.

Jan Irvin - December 20, 2020 at 06:37 PM

“

I’m so proud to have called him my scout master, Doctor but most importantly my
friend. Every time I would see him out he would ask how my family was doing .
Always concerned about others. May the Lords hand be a blanket of comfort to you
all.

Steve Elrod - December 20, 2020 at 04:33 AM

“

Dr. Hodges was a gift to our community and to our family. He was a wonderful help
on the Habitat job site for many, many years. He was always the 16 penny man since
he especially enjoyed framing. He always took an interest in the families who were to
be the Habitat homeowners and developed a relationship with them throughout the
home building process. His wonderful sense of humor was enjoyed by all on the job
site.
His gift of photography was a benefit to Habitat and to our family. Many of his fine
images grace our home.
He welcomed us to the community when we arrived in 1992 with our young daughter
and continued to share generously with us for many years. The lariope in our yard is
just one reminder of the many gifts he brought to our lives.
The stories he shared brought insights into his life and travels and wisdom.
Carolyn and Jackie were both wonderful complements to this fine man. We were
honored to have know him.
Tom Gagnon and Helen O’Brien, Terese and John

Helen O’Brien - December 19, 2020 at 02:28 PM

“

My love goes out to Dr. Tom’s family and friends. He was a wonderful friend of so
many and he will be missed. His contributions to the people of Clarkesville were so
many and his legacy will long be remembered. My sympathy to his family, and his
loving wife Jackie and her daughters and their families.

Betty Deadwyler - December 18, 2020 at 04:33 PM

“

I have so many memories of Dr. Hodges -seeing him in the office both for doctor
visits, and when we were hanging out with Dad; him making house calls when we
kids were sick; seeing him walking around the circle; cutting through his yard on our
way to “Big Rock.” He was kind and funny. He gave so much of his time and talents
to help others Dr. Hodges was both a servant and leader - someone who made
Clarkesville such a great place to grow up.
He will be missed.
My sympathies to your family at this sad time Alyson Miller Stubbs

Alyson Stubbs - December 17, 2020 at 10:32 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to Tom's family upon his death. He was an unique individual
who cared for others.

Susan M. Johnson - December 17, 2020 at 09:35 PM

“

Phillip, I just learned of your Dad's passing. He was my Scout Master and my
Grandma's doctor. I spent many Saturdays in that stone house in Scouts. He
introduced us to the Appalachian Trail. And he left you with the coolest middle name!
I'm sorry for you and your family's loss.
Take care.
Mark Fry

Mark Fry - December 17, 2020 at 07:40 PM

“

Cousin Tom has been a wonderful cousin and friend since December 1944....when I
met him in Crossville, Tennessee in my parents' living room. He will be missed by so
many. He was surrounded by love. His mother and my mother were sisters. It has
been so very special to know him and his wonderful family. I send love and sympathy
to all, Pat Pelot Sanders, Murfreesboro, Tennessee

Patricia ( Pat ) Pelot Sanders - December 17, 2020 at 06:20 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family during this time of loss. Dr. Hodges was
a wonderful friend and family physician. He will be greatly missed.

Frank Hemphill, Cindy H. Bush - December 17, 2020 at 05:29 PM

“

Hodges Family and Jackie,
Dr. Hodges was a friend and doctor to the Lovell family for as long as I can
remember. My grandparents, my mom, and when I was ready for blood test to get
married, he gave it to us and wouldn't charge a dime. He just wished us luck and told
us to make it work. Well, that was 56 years ago and we are still together. He was a
good man and friend to all he met. Thoughts and prayers to each of you.

Buster and Tillie Williams - December 17, 2020 at 05:13 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Whitfield Funeral Homes - December 17, 2020 at 05:08 PM

“

Lots of memories from childhood as Dr Hodges attempted to teach me to waterski at
the lake and of playing in the big yard at the house. And more as I became a nurse
at the hospital and saw firsthand what a caring doctor he was. Thoughts and prayers
to all of you, Hilde Baugh Rice.

Hilde Rice - December 17, 2020 at 01:07 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you.
Lynn and Marcus Tench

Lynn Tench - December 17, 2020 at 08:24 AM

“

I send my condolences to the family of Dr. Hodges. May God give you peace and
strength.

Elaine Burger - December 17, 2020 at 04:43 AM

“

Dr. Hodges was our family physician for years. I remember him being so kind and
gentle. He would even make house calls. He will be sorely missed! If, only physicians
were taught old school kindness and caring today.

Patricia Edwards - December 16, 2020 at 11:27 PM

“

I met Dr Hodges many years ago. He came to Attorney Henrys office often to visit.
He had known Doug for years. You could always know he would come with an
interesting story, picture or a smile. He enjoyed photography and shared several
prints with me , that I cherish today. He will be missed by our community. Don
Nicholson and I send our heartfelt condolences and sympathy to family and friends.

Linda Nicholson - December 16, 2020 at 10:39 PM

“

I have find memories of Dr.. Have.He was our family physican when I was a teenager
He was always very kind.

Annette Roberts - December 16, 2020 at 05:00 PM

“

Dr. Hodges was my daddy, Luther Thompson, Lula, Georgia doctor for many years. Dr
Hodges pulled daddy out of many heart issues. I will never forget daddy falling from the
bleachers at a football game at South Habersham where my brother from East Hall was
playing. Our school Principal drove my friend and I to the hospital. After Dr. Hodges worked
to save daddy’s life, he saw me needing help. He was so kind to console me. I was fifteen. I
don’t know of doctors who care for a family member the way he helped me. My brother
drove him to Habersham Hospital for his last time in 1973. Wanting you family members
and friends to know our heartfelt kindness to your loved one. May he rest in peace with our
Heavenly Father.
Iris Thompson Fry - December 19, 2020 at 09:53 PM

